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VA participates in trials for COVID-19 vaccines and to
provide VA’s perspective on the integrity of the trials
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Although VA has begun Moderna
and Pfizer COVID-19 vaccina-
tions in over 150 facilities nation-
wide, surveys have shown that a
large percentage of Americans
are still skeptical about the vac-
cines and therapeutics that are
being tested in clinical trials.
Operation Warp Speed is the
public-private partnership to fa-
cilitate and accelerate the devel-
opment of COVID-19 vaccines,
therapeutics and diagnostics. But
efforts are underway around the
world to develop more.
According to The New York
Times, scientists are testing 52
vaccines in clinical trials in peo-
ple, and at least 87 preclinical
vaccines are under active investi-
gation in animals.
Engine, a media and marketing
services company, reported in
September that only 27% of the
respondents to its surveys said
they would get a COVID-19 vac-
cine as soon as it’s ready. The
company found that 77% of
Americans would eventually get

a vaccine.
V A part of trials with at least five
pharmaceutical companies
Thus far, VA has participated in
or will participate in phase 3,
double-blind, placebo-controlled
trials for COVID-19 vaccines
produced by at least five pharma-
ceutical companies. VA Greater
Los Angeles took part in the
Moderna trial and the VA med-
ical center in Cleveland took part
in the Pfizer trial. Both of those
trials are closed to new volun-
teers.
Earlier this month, Pfizer found
in preliminary data that its vac-
cine was more than 90% effec-

tive in preventing COVID-19
within seven days after getting a
second dose. Moderna an-
nounced – based on interim re-
sults – that its candidate was
94.5% effective within two
weeks after receiving a second
dose.
VA is enrolling participants at 17
VA medical centers for the
Janssen/ENSEMBLE trial. Re-
cruitment is underway for the
AstraZeneca trial at VA New
York Harbor. VA is also prepar-
ing to recruit participants for the
Novavax and Sanofi studies be-
fore the end of the year.
VA Ann Arbor in Michigan and
the Miami VA have been identi-
fied for the Novavax trial. The
Bay Pines VA in Florida has
been selected for the Sanofi trial.
For VA’s perspective on the in-
tegrity and other aspects of the
COVID-19 vaccine trials, VA
Research Currents spoke with
Dr. Molly Klote, the director of
the Office of Research Protec-
tions, Policy, and Education in
VA’s Office of Research and De-
velopment.
VA Research Currents: Vaccines
normally require years of re-

search and testing before reach-
ing the clinical stage. Are the
COVID-19 vaccines being
pushed through the system too
quickly?
“It’s unfortunate that the public
has that perception. There’s no
evidence that the science or the
process in the U.S. approval sys-
tem is being shortcut in any way.
One reason the process is going
faster than many experts antici-
pated is we are using different
technologies than what we used
in the past.
“Take, for instance, the flu vac-
cine. More than 80% of flu vac-

cines require an egg for the vac-
cine to be developed. It’s esti-
mated that we may have used
140 million eggs this flu season
alone. The process in which the
virus is grown in the egg takes at
least six months to produce a
vaccine.

“Before the pandemic – and as a
result of the inefficiencies in the
vaccine development process –
President Trump issued an exec-
utive order to modernize our flu
vaccine manufacturing technolo-
gies. For the development of
COVID-19 vaccines, we’re not
relying on the 90-year-old egg-
based process. Instead, we’re
using new ways to activate the
immune system.

“So mainly because of technol-
ogy, we’re able to move these
vaccines forward so quickly.
There’s also no evidence that
lower approval standards are
being applied to these vaccines
compared with others produced
in emergency situations. For all
vaccines, the benefits must out-
weigh the risks.”

Dr. Molly Klote

:MEMPHIS, TN - During the
four weeks from December 26,
2020 to January 22, 2021, resi-
dents of Shelby County are
asked to remain at home as much
as possible. Specific recommen-
dations and restrictions include:
•Social activities related to enter-
tainment and recreation should
be curtailed because they expose
everyone to unnecessary risks of
spreading COVID-19. This
would include, for example, in-
door receptions, parties or events
that are not related to places of
worship, weddings, and funerals.
•Employers are strongly encour-
aged to allow employees to work
remotely (where feasible).
•All previously approved events
that were to occur during the ef-
fective dates of this Safer at
Home order should reschedule
their events or contact the Health
Department to determine
whether their event may still pro-
ceed.
•Due to the risk of viral transmis-

Safer at Home Health Directive No. 16 now in effect for Shelby County
sion, Health Directive No. 16
strongly discourages any on-site
dining.
• Indoor dining capacity must not
exceed 25%.
•Retail capacity must not exceed
50%.
•Gyms and fitness facilities must
limit capacity to 50%, including
staff.
•Businesses that provide goods
or services exclusively through
curbside service and pickup,
drive-thru, shipment, delivery or
virtually may continue.
•All safety measures for individ-
uals, services, and businesses
that were in the previous Health
Directive No. 15 will continue
under the new Health Directive
No. 16.

Summary of Face Mask Di-
rective No. 4, now in effect:

•Clarifies that masks are required
in gyms and fitness facilities un-
less a customer has a medical
condition that prevents him/her

from wearing a mask, and if that
is the case, a face shield is re-
quired.
•Clarifies language for dining ex-
periences to require a mask un-
less a customer is “seated and
dining (eating/drinking).”
Early Treatment
An effective early treatment is
available for persons who test
positive and have the following
risk factors:
•Anyone over age 12 with obe-
sity, chronic kidney disease, dia-
betes, or whose immunity is
compromised by disease or pre-
scription treatments.
•Anyone age 12-17 with sickle
cell disease; neuromuscular dis-
order; dependence on medical in-
tervention, such as a breathing or
feeding tube; or a lung disorder
such as asthma that requires daily
medication.
•Anyone over age 55 with car-
diovascular disease, hyperten-
sion, COPD or other chronic
respiratory disease.

•Anyone over age 65.
If you test positive, and have any
of these risk factors, ask your
health care provider about early
COVID-19 treatments.
Shelby.Community
The Shelby County Health De-
partment, in collaboration with
the Shelby County Joint Task
Force, has created an online hub
for COVID-19. Visit
https://shelby.community/ for
testing information, frequently
asked questions and resources
both communities and busi-
nesses.

COVID-19 Testing Availability
Shelby County has plenty of
testing capacity available, and
anyone who thinks they need a
test should get one. Two of the
community drive-through testing
sites are now available to any-
one, and no appointment is
needed during their regular test-
ing hours of 8:30 a.m. to 5:00
p.m., Monday – Friday. Those

sites are:
2355 Appling City Cove
1720 RKS Commercial Cove
(off Lamar Avenue)

Flu Vaccination
The Health Department strongly
recommends vaccination against
influenza. It is possible to get the
flu and COVID-19 at the same
time, and that may increase the
risk of severe illness. The flu vac-
cine will not protect you against
COVID-19, but it is the best pro-
tection we have against seasonal
influenza.

The Health Department is com-
mitted to providing as much in-
formation as possible to the
public as the COVID-19 situation
continues to develop. The Health
Department’s hotline number
901-222-MASK (6275), was ac-
tivated March 12, 2020. Since
that date, it has fielded thousands
of calls from the general public
about COVID-19.

N.Y., N.Y. - The National Foot-
ball League and NFL Players As-
sociation  announced the
COVID-19 monitoring testing re-
sults for December 27 – January
2. 

NFL and NFLPA COVID-19 monitoring testing results
Individuals who test positive for
COVID-19 follow the joint NFL-
NFLPA Treatment Protocol.
They are immediately isolated,
not permitted to access club fa-
cilities, or to have direct contact

with players or personnel. Club
medical staff are in regular com-
munication with individuals who
test positive to monitor symp-
toms.
Monitoring Testing results for

December 27 – January 2:
40,709 tests were administered
to a total of 6,702 players and
team personnel.
16,088 tests were administered to
2,356 players; 24,621 tests were

administered to 4,346 personnel.
There were 34 new confirmed
positive tests among players and
36 new confirmed positives
among other personnel. 

Total test results for the entire
Monitoring Testing period to-
date, Aug 1 – Jan 2:
During Monitoring Testing from
Aug 1 – Jan 2, 256 players and
432 other personnel were con-
firmed positive cases.
Approximately 922,220 tests
were administered to players and
personnel during the Aug 1 – Jan
2 period. 

Thus far, VA has participated
in or will participate in phase
3, double-blind, placebo-con-
trolled trials for COVID-19
vaccines produced by at least
five pharmaceutical compa-
nies. VA Greater Los Angeles
took part in the Moderna trial
and the VA medical center in
Cleveland took part in the
Pfizer trial. Both of those tri-
als are closed to new volun-
teers.


